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Each industry sector: resin producers, transporters and handlers, ports and terminals, plastics
converters and compounders, as well as environmental service providers has a role to play in
eliminating resin pellet, flake, and powder loss.

Why strive for zero pellet, flake, and powder loss?

It’s good for the environment

Researchers have reported that seabirds, turtles and fish ingest a wide
variety of plastic items, including pellets, flakes, and powder. These
materials can affect the animals’ ability to breathe, swallow, or digest foods
properly. When pellets, flakes, and powder are accidentally eaten by wildlife,
they can block their digestive tracts, which could lead to malnutrition or even
starvation.

It’s the law

Across the GCC region, industrial cities placed strict regulations on water
discharge quality. In KSA, the RCJY in their Royal Commission Environmental
Regulations (RCER), clause 3.3.1 state “The operator of a facility shall

not discharge any water or effluents which contain contaminants in such
concentration and of such volume as to adversely affect, or cause nuisance
to, public health or welfare, animal or aquatic life, vegetation or property.”

It promotes safety and saves costs

Loose pellets, flakes, and powders can cause workers to slip and fall.
While industry is committed to safety, slips and falls are a major portion of
plastics industry accidents and can mean lost work time, higher worker
compensation costs and lower employee morale. Reducing the risk of falls
due to uncontained pellets, flakes, and powder is a better option for both our
employees and our companies. Pellets, flakes, and powders are valuable.
Uncontained resin pellets, flakes, and powder are not only detrimental to

the environment, they are detrimental to your bottom line. Save costs by
containing those valuable materials.

Operation Clean Sweep can help

Operation Clean Sweep (OCS) is a program designed to help every
plastic resin handling operation implement good housekeeping and
pellet, flake, and powder containment practices to work towards
achieving zero pellet, flake, and powder loss. Administered by the
American Chemistry Council (ACC) and the Plastics Industry Association
(PLASTICS), and championed by GPCA in the Arabian Gulf region, OCS
helps companies towards achieving zero pellet, flake, and powder loss. It has
been implemented in thousands of plants around the world, all adding to the

effort to protect the environment.
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How does it work?

Step 1: Commit to making zero
pellet loss a priority

»  Sign the “Pledge to prevent resin pellet
loss.”

Step 2: Assess your company’s
situation and needs

»  Conduct a site audit to evaluate
compliance with applicable laws
and regulations that address pellet
containment.

»  Determine if your company has
appropriate facilities and equipment.

»  Determine if employees have training and
are following appropriate procedures.

»  |dentify potential problem areas and
develop new procedures to address any
needs.

»  Communicate your experiences to peers
in the industry.

Step 3: Make necessary upgrades
in facilities and equipment as
appropriate

» Assess and install containment systems.

»  Ensure that employees have ready access
to cleanup equipment.

Step 4: Raise employee awareness
and create accountability

»  Establish written procedures (OCS
procedures and checklists may be
modified to suit your needs).

» ldentify any necessary training to ensure
procedures are followed.

»  Conduct regular employee training and
awareness campaigns on OCS.

»  Encourage each worker to sign the
employee commitment pledge.

»  Solicit employee feedback on your
program.

» Use workplace reminders such as
stickers, posters, etc.

Step 5: Follow up and enforce
procedures

»  Conduct routine inspections of the facility
grounds — production areas and parking
lots, drainage areas, driveways, etc.

»  Continuously look for ways to improve the
program. Share best practices through
the OCS website.

For further information and links to documents
pertaining to OCS, visit www.gpca.org.ae/
operation-clean-sweep

“The Operation Clean Sweep® program trademark is owned by Plastics Industry
Association (PLASTICS). Use of the mark indicates a pledged commitment

to implement the Operation Clean Sweep® program but does not indicate
certification by PLASTICS or compliance with any applicable laws.”
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